Ukraine took the status of a non-block country that led to many changes in its political situation and in the world political arena. This status required many changes in the field of cooperation with leading nations and international organizations around the world, most significantly with the European Union (EU) and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). In the military sphere, it led to creation of new conceptual statements of national security policy, development of new strategies and long-term development programs. All these changes resulted in different relations between Ukraine and other European countries in economic and military spheres. Ukraine has to plan its future interactions with international organizations based on full cooperation and mutual understanding. This paper assesses Ukraine's potential future steps in the political, economic, and military sectors as a non-block status country. It also examines the current status of Ukraine from various angles of cooperation with the EU and NATO and implications for Ukraine stemming from this cooperation.
Ukraine: Implications of Future Cooperation with the EU and NATO
The collapse of the Soviet Union resulted in the rebirth of independent countries in Europe, such as Ukraine, Belarus, and others. These newly independent countries faced questions about how to establish their own national political, economic, social, cultural and security relationships with neighboring European countries in the complex and uncertain international environment. The most important issue raised for these new countries was to have stable economies and a secure environment in and around the countries. Ukraine, as the biggest European country, has a very significant geopolitical, geoeconomic and geostrategic position, and stood before a choice on which path it should follow in order to attain the status of a well-developed state and achieve its national goals and interests. This analysis will consider the implications of future Ukrainian cooperation with the European Union (EU) and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) from both positive and negative prospectives. One can see positive implications in the reflection of political and economic stabilization within Ukraine, emphasis on Ukraine's role as a regional player, greater access to world markets, effective development of the national security sector, diminishing economic impact and political pressure from Russia, an improving judicial system, emphasis on human rights, and increasing social norms and living standards. On the other hand, some negative aspects can also be seen in the increasing friction between Ukraine and Russia in political and economic spheres, the creation of possible tensions and cases of national separatism on the Crimean peninsula, the appearance of possible territorial claims and military conflicts, the increasing price of natural gas, and the decreasing trade flow into the eastern market.
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All these implications will be examined in more detail beginning with Ukraine's possible choices after its independence.
After realizing independence, Ukraine began to think about how to maintain and support its sovereignty, territorial inviolability and integrity. Ukraine stood before two choices -joining Europe or Russia -or in other words, move towards Eastern or Western ways of development. The question of future integration into the European economic and security environment has been slightly reflected in Ukrainian foreign policy and discussed very sluggishly for thirteen years. Forces of Ukraine has to obtain a strong efficient organizational force structure, an effective command and control system and broad combat experience in order to achieve interoperability with the forces of other participating nations in international peacekeeping operations and be able to ensure defense of national interests. The implementation of all these tasks assure a stable pillar within Ukraine's foreign policy and a strategic course towards full membership in the EU and NATO, as well as integration into the European system of collective security.
Ukraine plays a significant role in regional and global security. Provided that the necessary political will, financial resources and good management are developed in security sector, Ukraine stands a genuine chance of becoming a key security contributor in and for Europe. However, Ukraine's approach must remain cautious. According to Europe expresses a strong desire for "broad and deep" relations with Ukraine.
The reality, however, is that Brussels will never, under any circumstances, allow the entry of Ukraine into the European Union-even assuming that the EU would survive after its current fiscal and monetary disasters. Ukraine's accession to NATO has become the core issue in the Russia-Ukraine-EU triangle due to the fact that the overwhelming majority of the democratic political elite in Ukraine welcome the idea of the country joining both NATO and the EU. Russia. 26 This divergence of regional opinions in the Ukrainian population divides Ukraine into two competing camps and aggravates the problems in the process of integration into the Euro-Atlantic system.
It is not possible to ignore the fact that Russia is Ukraine's largest neighbor and a country with which Ukraine is bound by strong and deep-rooted ties. As such, Russia plays an important role not only as an "external partner" but also has a strong impact on domestic politics in Ukraine. 27 In other words, Russia plays a critical role in the EuroAtlantic integration process of Ukraine. After the break-up of the Soviet Union, relations between Russia and Ukraine have become tighter than ever before. Ukraine's desire toward Euro-Atlantic integration met full confrontation from Russia for two reasons. First of all, Russia considered this step as a threat to its role in the region as the main regional player and as a movement of NATO right up to its borders. Secondly, if Ukraine 13 joined the Euro-Atlantic system, Russia would lose power in the region. Russia remains interested in keeping Ukraine as a buffer zone between NATO countries and its border.
These interests created many disputes around questionable issues between Russia and
Ukraine. The other main disputes which have a deleterious effect on their relations concern Crimea, the eastern part of Ukraine, division of the Black Sea Fleet, and the ownership and control of the Sevastopol naval base. 28 Even with the pro-Russian President, Viktor Yanukovych, Ukraine still has tense relations with Russia concerning the high prices of natural gas, accommodation of the Russian Black Fleet in Sevastopol and its influence in the Crimea region. Since Ukraine became independent, Crimea has been considered to be potentially the most dangerous trouble spot in the country. 29 The majority of the population on the Crimean peninsula has two passports, Ukrainian and Russian; furthermore, many Ukrainians causing shortages in more than 20 European countries and showed the whole world the real Russian instruments of power-instruments which could be used to strongly impact and potentially destabilize Europe. 34 In reality, however, the Ukrainian-Russian relations are more complex. In the energy sector, transnational elite networks are operating partly or fully in the dark. 35 Despite the fact that Ukraine's gas pipeline plays an important role in the gas transiting process from Russia to European countries, Russian began to find alternative ways to the path through Ukraine by building the gas pipelines Nord and South Streams. When both these gas pipelines begin to work at full capacity, Ukraine will lose the value of its gas pipeline. "Losing access to this gas would devastate Ukrainian industry and ravage the economy as a whole." 36 Ukraine has to think about how to prevent the disastrous impact to its economic sector and how to use its gas pipeline in the future. Moreover, it has to consider other ways to cut the consumption rate of Russian gas and find alternative gas sources such as from Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Turkey, or others. It remains a very sensitive question for Ukraine's economy. "Without greater EU investment, Ukraine is likely to cede investment and ownership rights over its pipeline network to Russia, with the outcome disadvantageous to itself and the rest of Europe." 37 If no other country or entity steps in, Russia will gain increasing authority over Ukraine's domestic energy prices and with it acquire the instrument to wield greater influence on the Ukrainian political system. In net effect, Russia will control a key sector of the Ukrainian economy and consumer spending.
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This issue requires immediate reaction from the President of Ukraine and Ukraine's parliament, the "Verkhovna Rada." Without a doubt, the most expedient way to positively resolve these questions is to take measures that will speed up the process of Ukraine's integration in the EU. economic, scientific, technological and humanitarian issues. 41 Ukraine has to be strong in its inspiration to join the EU and utilize all instruments of power in order to achieve its real goals and maintain national interests in the region. "The goal of joining the EU implied a desire to reverse Ukraine's technological backwardness and lack of competitiveness by gaining access to the funds, investments, technologies and assistance that come with membership in the Union, let alone access to its markets." 42 Undoubtedly, signing the AA with the EU is a more real and effective instrument of quick partnership and collaboration at this time and requires the Ukrainian government to simultaneously act to speed the negotiation process in this matter. "Ukraine is not an easy partner for the EU. The relationship risks leading to foiled expectations on both sides and accumulating mutual distrust and suspicion." 43 Only by signing the AA between Ukraine and the EU will Ukraine project a firm desire that it wants to be an equal partner in the European region and share obligations and responsibility with other countries in Europe as an active regional player.
The best way for the EU to influence Ukraine is to integrate it step by step into EU agreements and structures. The brightest working example is the membership of Ukraine in the European Energy Community which gives additional possibilities against the pressure from Gazprom. The EU should not look at Ukraine as a business opportunity alone, particularly in light of currently lagging gas demand, but should examine the long-term future of European energy security and the key role Ukraine will continue to play in it. "Partnership with the EU is not a silver bullet for the troubled Ukrainian energy sector, but it is certain to reduce the volatility of future pricing disputes and is perhaps the only solution that does not leave Ukraine's fate entirely in Russian hands." 44 Involvement of Ukraine in the AA will speed up the work of the Ukrainian bureaucracy in the direction European integration. It will also push other processes of integration between the EU and Ukraine, for example, the visa issue, which is a special benefit Ukraine will receive from launching a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area. 45 Russia will use all means available to strengthen the pressure upon Ukraine in order to block its progress in meeting the criteria needed for the European Council to sign the AA. Russia will likely initiate a series of trade wars. Ukrainian exports to the Russian Federation, which is more than 30% of its total exports, will be strongly reduced. 51 The price on Russian gas will remain the same in spite of recent gas price discounts to all big gas clients of the Russian Federation-Ukraine will be the exception because of geopolitical reasons. The political pressure could become stronger through possible Russian financing of different political parties of Ukraine, especially the Communist Party. 52 Ukraine, as it was before in its history, again shall make the geopolitical choice between Europe and Eurasia. 53 Obviously, Ukraine will play a primary role in the future European political, economic, social and security environment. "Taking into account its size, geopolitical location, military, and industrial and agricultural potential, Ukraine will continue to influence security and stability in its region as well as the whole of Europe. The question is whether this influence will be positive or negative." 54 Ukraine must enhance its aspirations and its ability to achieve the positive implications from full membership in the EU.
In conclusion, we can set out a number of concrete benchmarks -these will be the basis upon which the EU will assess Ukraine's progress in the three areas already defined as necessary for opening the way for the signature of the AA: "the compliance of elections with international standards and follow-up actions to remedy any shortcomings; Ukraine's progress in addressing the issue of selective justice and preventing its recurrence; and, action to implement the reforms defined in the jointly agreed Association Agenda." 55 In reality, Ukraine is not ready for full membership because of its lack transparency in politics, no useful legal system, low living standards, and deep rooted corruption in all levels of governmental institutions, low social norms, and absence of effective social programs. "Ukraine still finds itself stuck 'in between'
Russia and the EU. It has not succeeded in its attempt to become a regional player in its own right. A positive turn of events in the future is dependent upon domestic development in Ukraine, but also on the policies of its most important neighbors, Russia and the EU." 56 The best way for the European Union to influence the Ukrainian authorities and to keep Ukraine on the path of European integration and European values is to sign the AA in 2013. Otherwise, the very probable result will be Ukraine joining the Russian-led Customs Union at the end of 2013. "The only real alternative is the AA with the EU and deepening of further integration and cooperation." 57 
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"The possibility to develop Ukraine as an all-sufficient state is possible, but requires a clear strategy, strong steadfast leadership, efficient annual plans with steps and measures, and an effective team of political and economic managers. All these components are absent now so it is difficult to forecast the prospects of Ukraine as a strong and independent country and a regional player." 58 Ukraine must join the European Union and continue to cooperate with NATO. To succeed in this, Ukraine will need the political support of its partners in both organizations. 59 Only under these conditions will Ukraine again become a fully active participant in achieving security and stability in Europe and the Euro-Atlantic region, return to its role as a regional leader, and become a beacon of democratic progress and hope for the region.
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